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To these ideas was added second-order Darwinism
which seemed to accentuate the "scientific" validity
of the division of races into advanced and backward,
or European-Aryan and Oriental-African.
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uﬁli::]nig Hourani wrote me in March 1992, a few months before his

Y and much regretted death, due to the force of m
d = '

Eg"E“S“t gfur which he said he could not reproach me), my buoK
term "{]u'n ortunate effect of making it almost impossible to use the
term of rlljenta IsSm” in a neutral sense, so much had it become a

e wnrdaf use. He concluded that he would have still liked to retain
scholarghj Oruse in describing "a limited, rather dull but valid discipline of

p."- Edward W. Said , Orientalism, page 340.
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_this book has tried to demonstrate, Islam has been
fundamentally misrepresented in the West.

TR,

“sippITey GlIeTPeId N oo efefsfargd eafe aue wam
(531 41 QCACR 92 R |” *

TS WA W-33 PAE GFE JE 1 2EZ 1° OFel @
R Aol YRR Neo-2Atoi eF St I T @Al
VSTV woce 5F0ed ©F 329 I3 | O G (@62 <=1 A0S
T @, AHF O} R P v iy S S 1 g
ST AT A3 T FRR TR o W7 AE 4, TFHS @
T FE T TG DI fores ¢ |

*. Edward W, Said, Orientalism, p. 272
“ Three things have contributed to making even the simplest

perception of the Arabs and Islam into a highly: politicized, almost
2 matter: one, the history of popular anti-Arab and anti-
Islamic prejudice in the West, which is immediately reflected in the
nistory of Orientalism; two, the struggle between the Arabs and
lsrael Zionism, and its effects upon American Jews as well as upon
h;} th the liberal culture and the population at large; three, the
3-&““ total absence of any cultural position making it possible
Isll €r to identify with or dispassionately to discuss the Arabs or
Eaﬁ?‘f' Furthermore, it hardly needs saying that because the Middle
and tlli NOW so identified with Great Power politics, oil economics,
Israe] ¢ Simple-minded dichotomy of freedom-loving, democratic
anythj and evil, totalitarian, and terroristic Arabs, the chances of
e Nlng like a clear view of what one talks about in talking about
car East are depressingly small. My own experiences of these

m -
atters are in part what made me write this book.
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European interest in Islam derived not from
curiosity but from fear of a monotheistic, cultur:ally
and militarily formidable competitor to Christianity
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*Edward w. said, Orientalism, p. 343
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