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The ideology of political representation in
liberal democracies makes it difficult if not
impossible to represent Muslims as Muslims.

‘\ —Talal Asad
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"A secular state does not guarantee toleration: it puts
into play different structures of ambition and fear. The
lnw never secks to climinate violence since its object is
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'Of course, seculanization has been undertaken not only

by liberal democratic states but by authoritanan states,
o, and this only shows how ambiguous liberal

language is, how committed both types of secular state
are. above all, to the definition and maintenance of

modern power. ”
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“lslam cannot be a source of inspiration for the modern

world because Habermas sees it as the quintessential
example of a religious tradition that hasn't been able to

adjust to modernity.
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..‘]-]ﬂving completed all arrangements for his departure,
Rammohun sailed from Calcutta by the Albion on the 19th
of November. Careful even in this daring innovation on
mhmﬂ“ custom, to observe the laws of caste, he ok
- With him Hindu servants to prepare his food and two cows
10 supply him with milk....

‘Rammohun was also accompained by two Hindu servants,
BY name Ramhurry Doss and Ramrotun Mukherjee. The
BRier a5 cook was entrusted with  the duty of pr;.wdmg
Ris master with food prepared in accordance With Ef‘f
fegulations (Life and letters of Rs:ljﬂ Rammohun RO¥:
*¢cond Edition, Pages 169 and 171.)
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“To this day, I feel puzzled when 1 think of Mr. Razzaqs

volte face. How could he have disowned his own early
history, forgotten his own research on the subject of Hindu-
Muslim relations and had even told me on one occasion that
he would prefer to have beheaded in a Muslim theocracy

rather than support a united India?™
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