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The limits of my language mean the limits of
my world.
— Ludwig Wittgenstein
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If one wants to write an anthropology of Islam,
one should begin, as Muslims do, from the
concept of a discursive tradition that includes
and relates itself to the founding texts of the
Quran and the Hadith. Islam is neither a
distinctive social structure, nor a heterogeneous
collection of beliefs, artifacts, customs, and
morals. It is a tradition.®
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In this way, the idea of a single nature of all

humans appeared to concede that some are
evidently ‘more mature’ than others.**
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To put it crudely, because the languages of third
world societies—including, of course, the
societies that social anthropologists have
traditionally studied—are seen as weaker in
relation to Western languages (and today,
especially to English), they are more likely to
submit to forcible transformation in the
translation process than the other way round.>®
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The incquality of languages is a feature of the
global patterns of power created by modern
imperialism and capitalism.™
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Diversity is to be tolerated only if it does not
conflict with British identity, to which it js
necessarily external >
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It is a matter, rather, of the politicization of a
religious tradition that has no place within the

cultural hegemony that has defined British

identity over the last century—especially as that

tradition has come from a recent colonial
society.>
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Does equal respect for cultural diversity mean
the exclusion of cultural minorities from equal
power?*®
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British core values appear to mean the historical

0o, . . )q
values of the British majority.
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The important thing in this comparative analysis
is not their origin (Western or non-Western), but
the forms of life that articulate them, the powers
they release or disable. Secularism— like
religion— is such a concept.’”
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The ordinary citizen does not participate in the
process of formulating policy options as these
elites do—his or her participation in periodic

elections does not evep guarantee that the
policies voted for will be adhered to *
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A secular state does not guarantee toleration; it
puts into play different structures of ambition and
fear. The law never seeks to eliminate violence
since its object is always to regulate violence.®
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I take the secular to be a concept that brings

together certain behaviors, knowledges, and
sensibilities in modem life ...

In my view the secular is neither singular. in
origin nor stable in its historical ide.ntlty,
although it works through a series of particular
oppositions ...¥
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The supposedly universal opposition between
‘sacred’ and ‘profane’ finds no place in
premodern writing. In medieval theology, the
overriding antinomy was between ‘the divine’
and ‘the satanic’ (both of them transcendent
powers) or ‘the spiritual” and the ‘the temporal’
(both of them worldly institutions), not

between a supernatural sacred and a natural
profane.®
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But an atheism that deifies Man is, ironically,

close to the doctrine of the incarnation.®
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Agency means the self-ownership of the
individual.®®
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Europe (and the nation-states of which it is
constituted) is ideologically constructed in such

a way that Muslim immigrants can. not be

satisfactorily represented in it.*
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Turkish membership would dilute the E.C.’s

Europeanness. ™
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The key influences on European experience,
Wintle continues, are the Roman Empire,
Flhristianity, the  Enlightenment, and
industrialization. It is because these historical
moments have not influenced Muslim immigrant
experience that they are not those whose home is
Europe. These moments are precisely what
others have designated "European civilization’

notion that takes ‘Europe’ to be a subject ’o?‘
civilization and not merely a natural territory. X
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The ideology of political representation in
liberal democracies makes it difficult if not
impossible to represent Muslims as Muslims.*

v fqer  aeeares  dfsffyres  wmf
meaﬁﬁﬁ?ww,
OIAE TS I (SN |}

9% WIEa SO &4IFT WIN Secularism, Nation-state,
Religion | 42 SITONT AT WA AT AICH A
T XA (R (TS AT | Q9IS S KA
WAt SeeEiRT w0 IeIRw, e TE ufE e
ﬂﬁwﬁﬁﬂwmmnmwmm
oo Fi @ o AiEe Bt «¥ ©F ey T [ I
| e iR Tt R @ TR A O, o SO

s @ dEfds I - |
| ‘ | S I : Y AT (T W @O



mﬁﬁwmwmmwuwmmw

wmmaiﬂﬁﬂamﬁ. W BE (FECR IR TR

o TG ST e | e e A ey,

ﬁ?wmﬁmﬂmcmmmﬁwmﬁm

GO ST &) (ST — TOASRMTE {3 Sl G
«f RETT o[RS iy geme Tk e o e,
POIE BF | CT— S @ FAGHE | P, W0 TCT 9
(T8 ARSI e WItg |

Frers Pittem qaite o @w, wfeanE e (eoIT 697
(P AR T T | TOIT HZFA— OIS 90 € T |
QU O AT GR [T TPCTENE 9F 4FT
el mexr = | Fited MR @ TS a1 2ws
S (T MY SOFORIE A GTHAE T
YA AET 00T ¢ ©F forgT I T T | QNS
ot fFgot fogwe Mg | wwe IMe 7[R,
TISIORITME GF6T 4T T (of A |

4R 20 o I o) o, TS e WSt
T AN O TR, TEINAGR MY WO
CRICAT (P (0 A0 AR 0B, g GBI oot 21 7 |
TeeRmME ST QST I F@ AT q S
T BT AT TS T FIA & QT 7w |

9 REF 1 TGS NV CIETAIET 92« FGIET
43> W@ SFA T Reconfigurations of Law and

Ethics in Colonial Egypt | @ eRts e fpify wize

Y e R NSRS
CWWGWWWWl&W

@8 W S WY : A & (%



Mimicry of the West was the outcome of a
combination of circumstances, chief among
them European coercion and the Egyptian elites
infatuation with European ways.*
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The sign 1s translated into the sensible body
through the cultivation of sensibilities.*®
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Like all great historical ideologies, liberal
language contains the possibility of insight and
self deception, compassion and ruthlessness.*
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One suggestion has been that the previous
violent groups in Europc were all operating
within the framework of the nation-state and
were therefore insiders; the present adversaries
(Muslim terrorists) are outsiders—even when
they are citizens of the liberal democratic state or
inhabitants of its governed territories. On the
other hand, however reprehensible it was to
liberals, the violence of Marxists and nationalists
was understantable in terms of progressive,
secular history. The violence of Islamic groups,
on the other hand, is incomprehensible to many
precisely because it is not embedded in a
historical narrative—history in the ‘proper’
sense. As the violence of what is often referred
to as a totalitarian religious tradition hostile to
democratic politics, it is seen to be irrational as
well as being an international threat.*®
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The absolute right to defend oneself by force
becomes, in the context of industria] capitalism
the freedom to use violence globally.®* |
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Suicide bombing is an act of passionate
identification—you take the enemy with you in
a deadly embrace.®*
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It is therefore not entirely clear to me why my
father should have assumed the right of the
Islamic state—as a modern state—to claim
absolute loyalty, and use that as a basis for
distinguishing between its Muslim and non-
Muslim subjects.®®
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