The origins of Geopolitics

Geopolitics studies relations and interactions of Spaces (Temitories),
Sta Civilizations, Peoples, Economics

The fundamental are State, Culture, People, Army, Economy to Space
(Temitory) relations

Geopolitics was developed from Political Geography and
Anthropogeography - Friedrich Ratzel (1844 - 1904)

The State is considered living being - Rudolf Kjellen (1864 - 1922, )
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Part 1. Birth of Geopolitics

British Imperial strategy

Great Game

Control of the Ocean
Control of trade routes
Colonial Empire

Necessity of conserve Empire

Geopolitics as theoretical reflection of Anglo-Saxon imperialism
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Radical dualism as main theoretical
ground for Geopolitics

Sir Halford John Mackinder (1861 —1947) [#5]2: &% founder of
Geopolifics

'The Geographical Pivot of History" (B 21 BLHR 4 ) an article of
1204

Opposition between two global Powers: Land Power (Heartland) vs
Sea Power

» Sea Power in history: Athens, Carthage, Venice, Dutch, Great Britain
» Land Power in history: Sparta, Rome, Austria, Germany, Russia
Sea Power: trade, liberalism, democracy, progress, technical
innovation, oligarchy, science, adventures, entrepre ur's spirit
Land Power: force, conservatism, hierarchy, order, «
aristocracy, religion, ethics, stability
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This dualism served Mackinder to
explain the meaning of history.
According to Mackinder, the fight
or dualism between Land Power
and Sea Power is the key to
understanding history. We can
see that this is exactly a kind of
explanation or theorization of the
Great Game. But this is also
Mackinders generalization,
because it s not only an
explanation of the Great Game.
The Great Game — which saw the
British Empire trying to control the
seas and oceans against the
Russian Empire — was a concrete,
historical, strategic moment. But
Mackinder generalized that the
Great Game reflects something
deeper, something universal, the
basic principles of how human
history goes on. This is the basic
principle of Geopolitics.
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Mackinder’'s Law

Who controls Eastern Europe
controls Heartland, who controls
Heartland rule the World.
HEFE I ZRRR, LGS O I T s
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Rimland concept emphasizes the
Inner crescent

Spykman's (1893 — 1943) comrection

Who controls Rimland controls
Heartland, who controls Heartland rules
the World.
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Deep understanding of
Land Power and Sea Power

Deeper understanding of Geopolitics in Carl Schmitt (1888 —-1985)
Land und Meer. Leviathan [Sea Power] and Behemot (Land Power)
Two Ideas: liberalism as Sea Power vs conservatism as Land Power
Two opposite world visions (Weltanschauungen)

Rome versus Carthage in Gilbert Keith Chesterfon (1874 - 1936)
Geopolitics acquires philosophical and metaphysical dimensions

Great War of Continents: the eschatological battle for the End of
History - Endkampf
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Foundation of Russian geopolitical
(Eurasianist) school — historic momentum

sse of communist system on Russia disarmed Moscow
[y

olicy and military strategy of USSR were based on the
.lexmnr'm between socialist camp (the East) and capitalis
2 Ywes

After 1991 that basic vision was lost, Russia disarmed herself in unilatera
Wy p:rﬂirarld1r g to become as capitalist, democratic and liberal as the
West. So no reason fo continue oppPOs ifion,

But the West continued to expand NATO to the East swallow inq East
) nd threating Russia. That created cognifive dissc

in thm‘ moment — beginning of 90-5 — geopolitics was
= v Academy of General Staff and elsewhere.

a gl litics became the parallel ideclogy of Russia
or main frame of strategy for Russian Deep State.
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Russian geopolitics as Land Power
and Heartland

eptance of relevance of classical Anglo-Saxon ge
dualism of Mackinder

Affirmation of Heartland as subject (E{£). Behemot beco

Identifi USA and NATO as antagonist force. but recognize

subject ( ) too. Chess as two players game.

into account Germnan continental tradition [ambivalent in
ofer and with new metaphysical depth in Carl Schmitt)

rof first Russian Eurasianists of 20-5 (XX century) with their
it dualism Russia-Eurasia against the West

Hitler has chosen the fight against both. That was geopolitical madness.
It coused the defeat of Germany.

After WWIl began cold war: direct redlization of Sea Power geopolitics.
creafted as Mord-Aflantic Alliance as pure Sea Power.
of Sea Power rested the same — surround Heartland

was absent in Russia and Germany: only Sea Power
s studied in USA and Great Britain.

Great War of Continents has acguired the form of ideclogical struggle
O sUperpowers
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Multipolar Project

order to effectively oppose Sea Power Heartland has to
re the Rimland zone.

2 ng strong and powerful wasn't capable to do that alone.
deuu. ed Russia obviously couldn't afford it at all. So the idea of
conquest by forced was immediately abandoned.

The only way to achieve the goal was the politics of alliances
[ y or indirectly against Sea Power. Rimland can not be Rus
2ll, it shouldn't be American (or West European). That's the
fundamental.

At that moment Russian geopolitical school has discovered the
concept of Big Spaces (Grossraum), accepted plurdlity

zations that have reappeared after the end of bipolar era and
started to develop Theory of Multipolar World.
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Conclusion. Pluriversum

» Today geopolitical dualism acquires new dimension:
» it can not be anymore bipolar West (USA, EU, NATO] vs Heartland:
ipolarity [or globalism) vs multipolarity [order of civilizations or Big

> Sea er represent Post-Modernity, global West
» Land Power (continentalism) is the Rest [not Russia)

(as in the past) but friendly and honest defender of the plurality ¢
civilizations.

China, Europe, India, Muslim counfries, Africa, Latin America and USA itself
y \ y place indep
present Western hegemony but independent as well from Russia.
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